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Andrea Pane
Scientific Director Compasses

Unvelling the future
of the interior design

The most important interior design fair in the Gulf, INDEX, will open in
Dubai in a few days and will take place in the Dubai World Trade Center
from 23 to 25 May 2023. For over ten years Compasses has been a
partner in this very relevant initiative, which will bring over 17,500 people
including interior designers, hotel developers, retailers, and contractors to
gather in the capital city of GCC design.

After the difficult years of the pandemic, the interior design sector has
resumed growth worldwide with a very significant trend and is expected to
grow at a rate of 4.4% annually through 2024. These data, processed by
McKinsley & Company, lead us to imagine that by 2025 the entire sector
will reach US$25 billion in the GCC area alone.

Esra Lemmens, one of the key players in the design industry of UAE

and the Middle East region, talks about this and much more in the long
interview she granted to Annamaria Lambri for this C+. Trained in the field
of Art & Design in the Netherlands and with extensive experience around
the world, Lemmens rightly describes design as «an attitude» rather
than a profession, quoting the famous phrase by Laszlé6 Moholy-Nagy
contained in his book Vision in Motion, published in 1947.

When asked about the most current issues of design in the UAE,
Lemmens responds by rightly focusing on sustainability: «Research
suggests that the Persian Gulf region, including the Middle East — she
states — is likely to become uninhabitable by 2050 due to climate change
and global warming. Therefore, designers are facing astute pressure to
explore and use renewable energy sources and practices to address
this». At the same time, Lemmens welcomes the great potential of
technology, but believes that a good designer must govern them without
being overwhelmed: «It is essential for designers to remain abreast of
emerging technologies and master their usage to enhance their skills»,
she observes.

Our brief review concludes with the presentation of the results of the LIV
Hospitality Design Awards, an event launched in 2020 and now in its third
edition which aims to celebrate the quality and diversity of the architectural
companies and design firms shaping the worldwide hospitality industry
today. The jury, made up of 41 high-profile hospitality design experts from
22 countries, selected 450 professional and student applications from 53
countries. The winning projects, within the four categories which the award
is divided into, are the following: 1) Green Booster by Tony Wu (student

of the Savannah College of Art and Design), for the category “Emerging
Architect of the Year - Eating Space Award ”; 2) Areesh Retreat by Mansoor
Al Harbi (student of the American University in Dubai) for the “Emerging
Architect of the Year — Living Space Award” category; 3) Mad for Garlic

by Hyojung Cha (student of the Pratt Institute) for the category “Emerging
Interior Designer of the Year - Eating Space Award”; 4) Hotel Cirque by
Sarah Choudhary (student of New York School of Interior Design) for the
“Emerging Interior Designer of the Year — Living Space Award” category.
We hope, as always, that this C+ will pleasantly accompany the many
visitors to INDEX 2023, guiding them in the future scenarios of interior
design in the Gulf and beyond.
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Editorial Staff

INDEX
Some notes

INDEX Design talks to deliver insights, direction,
and inspiration for the region’s multibillion-dollar
interior design sector

GCC market expected to grow five percent
annually by 2028,

says INDEX Commercial Outlook Report

The show expected to attract

over 300 exhibitors and 17,500 visitors

INDEX - International Interior Design Exhibition
Dubai World Trade Centre, 23 - 25 May, 2023

Middle East Interior Design

Community to Meet at INDEX
to Explore Industry’s Future

Dubai, UAE: The Middle East’s interior designers, hotel developers, retailers, and fit-out
contractors will gather in Dubai this May to explore the future of the multi-billion-dollar
interiors and fit-out sector.

More than 17,500 professionals are expected to convene at INDEX Dubai, which runs at
the Dubai World Trade Centre from May 23-25. In the GCC alone, the regional interiors
and fit-out sector is expected to grow five percent annually over the next five years. The
forecast comes in the latest INDEX: Business of Interiors commercial outlook report
produced by dmg events, organizer of the three-day exhibition.

The outlook reveals a bullish forecast for the GCC sector, with the GCC interior design
market reaching US$5.2 billion by 2025. The growth of the GCC interior design market is
attributed to the region’s increasing population, rising urbanization, growing construction
and real estate sectors, and a demand for sustainable and eco-friendly designs that drive
innovation in the industry.

The UAE is the GCC region’s largest interior design market, followed by Saudi Arabia
and Qatar. «There are exciting times ahead for interior design services in the GCC»,
commented Elaine O’Connell, Vice President of Design & Hospitality at dmg events.
«Our outlook report has also identified some major challenges faced by the sector,
including a flight to sustainability, digital transformation, and e-commerce growth which
will be addressed by sector pioneers at the event in May, and is why we build exploratory
knowledge features into the INDEX profile».

«INDEX is more than just an exhibition. It offers knowledge for transforming built spaces,
now and in the future. It is a destination event that showcases the newsiest, best, and
broadest range of global products, design, and technology under one roof. We will also
champion the region as a home for manufacturers, Middle Eastern designs, Emirati
designers, forward-thinking Giga projects, innovative hospitality projects, and interior
design».

Also taking place at the show is the INDEX Design Talks, sponsored by GEBERIT,
Cosentino, Presto, and Kohler, which is a series of open and lively discussions amongst
many leading design figures, including inspiring interior designers, renowned regional
architects and prominent creative thinkers who will debate the latest trends and
innovations.

Esra Lemmens, Founder of The Esra Lemmens Agency and Chairperson of Design
Talks said: «UAE is an international playground with renowned brands in IT, fashion, and
lifestyle, but also with strong historical roots and a progressive, modern outlook and the
Design Talks conference hosted at INDEX is the perfect spot to educate and interact with
like-minded people from the interior design industry. My ambition is to build relationships
that would reflect this perception of our nation and its thriving creative sector».
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The industry challenges, and opportunities will be explored further via cutting-edge
insights from experts in the Retail Leadership Forum. «The Forum is a dedicated
conference for senior retail buyers and leaders who seek dedicated intelligence and
critical discussion», explained O’Connell. «With an increasing volume of retail buyers
attending the show, it’s time to feed the demand for knowledge at a critical time for
commerce. Retail leaders and buyers will discover the latest consumer trends, logistics
strategy, and detailed procurement techniques».

INDEX is a design showcase covering the entire industry ecosystem, with dedicated
exhibition segments for outdoor furniture, interior fit-out, decorative lighting and
accessories, furniture, furnishing and textiles, surfaces and flooring, kitchens and
bathrooms, bedrooms, and art. Some confirmed leading global brands include emerging
manufacturers and regional distributors such as Sanipex, Pan Emirates, Ligne Roset,
Floorworld, Al Mina Marble, and Gautier.

For the first time, INDEX is running an ‘INDEX Student Competition, a country-wide
University Challenge to support the future generation of architects and designers.
Sponsored by VitrA, up to nine leading design houses have taken part in the judging
process, including Bishop Design, Roar, Kristina Zanic Consultants, Woods Bagot,
Dewan, Architects + Engineers, 4space Design, Brand Creative, Dwp and Gensler, with
the winning submissions across several categories being given internships when their
ongoing courses are complete.

Also co-located alongside INDEX and Workspace will be The Hotel Show and Leisure
Show making a powerful quartet of influential design-driven events that will span the
entire interiors ecosystem, helping attendees connect with individuals from the full
spectrum of their businesses. «The shows running alongside each other form a powerful
quartet of information, products, services, and supplies that inform the wider hospitality
and leisure sectors, meaning visitors can maximize their time and exhibitors can network
and unearth new opportunities for partnerships and collaboration», explained O’Connell.
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Annamaria Lambri

An Interview
with Esra Lemmens

Esra Lemmens is one of the key players in the design industry of UAE and the Middle

East region. Her strong design background makes her a well-recognized ambassador for
contemporary design. She is an insightful expert in the field of design, especially in its
strategies and the realm of business. With the passion to transform a vision into a long-
lasting and impactful mark on the design world, she founded The Esra Lemmens Agency,
an innovative concept of design strategy and leadership. With a multitude of roles to her
credit - including design industry strategist, book author, public speaker, and design activist
- Esra has made a significant impact on the industry as a whole.

In addition to her extensive work in the design industry, she is significantly involved at the
academic level which includes her role on the Advisory Board of the American University in
Dubai, Interior Design Department and the Canadian University in Dubai.

Esra is a prominent figure for her association with major design initiatives in the Middle
East region, including INDEX Dubai, the global annual design exhibition and platform. As
the Chairperson of the INDEX Advisory Board, she leads the INDEX Design Talks and
makes valuable contributions to the INDEX Design Awards and INDEX Design Challenge.
Her extensive work and expertise have made her a significant force in the design industry,
both in the UAE and beyond.
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Ambassador for contemporary design: tell us more about your vision in terms of Ales Vyslouzil Photography
design and business!

My vision centers around the belief that an honest creative is an alchemical mirror of the
creator’s being, the rest is mere hustling. Rooted in my extensive studies in the fields of
Art & Design from the Netherlands, | was instilled by the philosophy of Laszlé Moholy-
Nagy, who redefined design as an improvisational medium rooted in instinct, ingenuity,
resourcefulness and openness to everyone. As appeared in his book Vision in Motion,
published in 1947, the phrase «Designing is not a profession but an attitude» sums up his
vision of design. Having travelled across the world from a young age, | quickly grew weary
that design adopts different meanings at different times and contexts. In all of its guises,
design has always had one elemental role as an agent of change that helps interpret
changes. | believe that bad design is a set of lies agreed upon by being silent, while good
work, always speaks for itself. Regardless of the change in social, political, economic,
scientific, technological, cultural, ecological or anything in general, the design supports
humanity in all its functions. So, it seems sensible to begin by defining design.

In my profession, | explore how designers respond to unprecedented speed and scale
changes they face. The Esra Lemmens Agency is established around providing services to
empower designers and architects to help achieve their objectives. While some designers
address the traditional challenge of identifying constructive use of new technology, others
wrestle with the environmental crisis, reinventing dysfunctional areas of healthcare and
social services or combating inequality, intolerance and injustice.

I h
The Middle East region has been an enriching ground for professionals, hailing from } '-
diverse backgrounds. What brought me to the region are the design professionals who F
are in the midst of establishing a design language of their own. There is no cornucopia [ |
of words for good design. We should present the works of creatives most nonchalantly ‘-
without the enthusiasm of glazing them with words. Ultimately, my vision is for design to
continue supporting humanity and driving positive change in all its forms.

IHR:=
| iR

As an expert in the design industry: How is it changing and how is the market facing
these changes? Are emerging contemporary trends and/or nearby realities of the region?
Design market is undergoing significant changes experiencing an exponential boom in its
growth scale. According to a report by McKinsey & Company, the global design industry
was valued at $56,8 billion in 2019 and is expected to grow at a rate of 4,4% annually
through 2024. One of the major changes in recent years has been in the attitude towards
sustainability. There has been a growing awareness of the impact that human activity

has on the environment and designers and architects are now incorporating sustainable
practices to mitigate this impact. While Dubai is primarily recognized for its large-scale real
estate projects, there is a shift towards building spaces that cater to residents’ needs and
promote sustainable living practices. Architects and designers are now focusing on creating
holistic spaces that emphasize sustainable practices and support sustainable living and
building. Survey reports state that the Middle East and Africa’s green building market is
expected to grow at a CAGR of 8,4% between 2020-2025. This indicates a growing interest
in sustainable practices in the region and the Architecture & Design industry is at the
forefront of implementing these practices. Cities are changing physically and sociologically
as a result of population increase and urbanization where microcities are starting to
predominate. Dubai as a city keeps reinventing itself with the change in the design climate.
The city’s 2040 Urban Master plan provides an integrated, sustainable city model to

cater to its residents’ mental, physical and recreational and physiological needs. While
areas like Marina, DIFC, and Dubai Sustainable City are all independently functioning
microcities already, the grounds of Expo 2020 pavilions are undergoing transitions into
15-minute cities. The purpose of these microcities is ultimate to establish connectivity to
basic necessities of groceries, medicine, education and recreation. Dubai’s 2040 Urban
Master Plan strategies aim for 55% of the population to live within 800 meters of key public
transportation. With the advent of retail, co-working, leisure, hospitality and dwelling in a
cohesive and integrated space, the residents get a more intimate sense of belonging and a
wholesome living experience.
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The introduction of gaming facilities in the UAE has increased the prospect of the

city’s growth in terms of hospitality and tourism. This growth also results in paving the

way for more demand for the growth of the Architecture and design industry. The city

also witnessed an upsurge in international investments as it introduced novel policies
concerning investor visas, digital currencies and banking.

UAE is an arid country with extreme climatic conditions. The region is already one of the
hottest and driest in the world. Some countries in the Middle Eastern part of the world

are facing water scarcity and frequent sandstorms. The rising temperatures, prolonged
heatwaves and change in rainfall patterns put the region’s ecosystems, infrastructure and
residents at risk. Research suggests that the Persian Gulf region, including the Middle
East, is likely to become uninhabitable by 2050 due to climate change and global warming.
Therefore, designers are facing astute pressure to explore and use renewable energy
sources and practices to address this.

Reduction of energy consumption, conservation of resources and minimizing carbon
emissions are some key concerns. Innovations in natural ventilation, shading devices,

and energy-efficient lighting and HVAC systems help considerably reduce energy usage.
Incorporation of biophilic entities like green roofs, vertical gardens and rainwater harvesting
systems in design are solutions for water-related issues. The role of urban planners is

also significant with their expertise in planning cities with a proportionate amount of land
dedicated for parks and green spaces, public transportation systems and bike-friendly
commutes encouraging reduced use of independent non-renewable fuel-powered vehicles.
Overall, architects and designers have a significant role to play in mitigating the impact of
climate change and global warming. Designers can extend their role by collaborating with
policymakers and government agencies to develop and implement sustainability standards
in addition to their practices.

In your opinion, what are the main challenges in the post-pandemic era and what are
the lessons learned from that period in terms of design and related strategies?
The world is accustomed to challenges and is aware of the fact that they are always
occurring and changing. As someone who belongs to the design industry, | believe that
the post-pandemic era poses many challenges, but it also provides opportunities to
address critical issues. We need designers as the first responses to these ever-changing
challenges.

Covid-19 has proven the power of design to bring forth progressive change.

Designers like Alissa Eckert, a medical illustrator helped create the visual shorthand

of Covid-19, an identity of the novel Corona Virus at a critical time. Then there were

the Creatives Tegen Corona, an Antwerp designer collection that worked with local
manufacturers, and communities to manufacture 100.00 PPE pieces. They also made
templates and guides that could be downloaded for free and manufactured by anyone

in need. Another instance was the Head of anaesthesiology and intensive care, Marco
Ranieri who “hacked” the ventilator design to cater for two people instead of one. These
are just a few examples of how designers understood the pandemic to solve critical
complications during a time of distress and mayhem.

But it is to be noted that the pandemic, however tragic it has been, also became an
extraordinary platform for design to show how resourceful, courageous and empathetic
designers could be. In fact, UAE’s creative industry grew by 1,6% in 2020, despite the
global pandemic. This was possible with the government’s support and investments in the
industry’s growth and development.

As the world adapts itself to the new normal, there is a considerable inclination towards
sustainability, holistic health, adaptive reuse and of course the fast-paced transition into
digital mediums.

A harsh truth is that emergency, violence or health crisis is inevitable and unpredictable.
Artificial Intelligence and metaverse, for instance, was a topic of fascination in their early
inception and is now becoming the necessary evil that challenges daily life and activities.
The Al takeover crisis is not under the radar where designers study to master the
advancement to help them enable their skills.



Ales Vyslouzil Photography

New Technologies are also emerging in the field, thinking of IA, VR, and Metaverse.
Are they contributing to the field development and how?

The analogy of a riding wave perfectly encapsulates the essence of a good design. Just
like how a surfer must adjust their approach to catch and ride the wave, designers must
adapt to the constant advancements in technology and embrace its potential to facilitate
their work.

One such example is the concept of digital twins, which has revolutionized the design
process by providing designers with the opportunity to conduct tests and experiments on
innovations via simulations. With Al-powered tools, architects and designers can automate
repetitive tasks, generate design options and conduct analysis predictions based on vast
data. VR on the other hand helps in collaboration, and communication between designers,
clients and other stakeholders, creating more efficiency and effectiveness.

It is essential for designers to remain abreast of emerging technologies and master their
usage to enhance their skills. By leveraging the power of technology, designers can create
a more efficient and sustainable world. Thus, the journey towards progress is not about
clinging to a static design but rather embracing a growing entity that evolves with the
advancements in the field.

Furthermore, statistics indicate that the global virtual reality in the architecture and design
market is expected to grow at a CAGR of 19,64% from 2020 to 2027. This shows the
growing importance and adoption of technology for visualization and easy and efficient
design.

[focus] 13
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Index is one of the region’s historic design events: how it has evolved over the years
and what we will expect this year in terms of design trends?

INDEX has been a pioneer event in design typography, as a meeting place for the industry
for over three decades. My four-year association with INDEX as a trusted partner has
allowed me to witness the event’s growth and evolution.

INDEX transcends the typical event by fostering crucial dialogues, facilitating connections,
and sharing invaluable knowledge, experience and insights. Through Design Talks,
Design challenges and knowledge forums, audiences stretching from students to seasons
veterans engage, participate and contribute to the events. Design Challenge in particular
offers a compelling opportunity to showcase the design thinking skills of professionals.
Sustainability and adaptiveness have always been essential drivers of design and INDEX
focuses on addressing and emphasizing holistic growth. While focusing on encouraging
and engaging with local resources and local markets, INDEX strikes a balance to
showcase both international and local suppliers around the globe during the 3-day
exhibition.

The wide and diverse portfolio of events and shows offers a rich perspective, uniting
theoretical, applied and innate knowledge that is essential to the practice of architecture
and design. As an advocate of creating new ideas, forming bonds and forging meaningful
connections, | share INDEX’s vision of excellence, energy and inspiration for the design
community. | am confident that this year’s event will set new standards for innovation and
creativity.

As Chairperson of INDEX Advisory Board, what are the most innovative topics at
INDEX Design Talks?

INDEX 2022 served as an inclusive platform for various design professionals and
enthusiasts to discuss pertinent topics including sustainability, design practices,
technological advancements and talent retention. The edition also included friendly Fireside
chats, which provided a more informal setting for engaging debates and conversations on
an array of topics.

This year’'s INDEX exhibition promises to provide the audience with fresh and engaging
topics, starting with addressing young students and talents to pursue their passion for
design and art. The agenda includes keynote panel discussions on critical subjects like
Design Thinking, Carbon Reduction Strategies and Navigating Trends in Retail Design

for Customer Experiences. Panel discussions will also delve into the upcoming Casino
business in the UAE, repurposing structures and touching upon the essentiality of branding
in Interior Design. Furthermore, Design Talks also explores the historical influence of
design and provides industry insights for young minds.

The customary Fireside chats continue to engage this year’s INDEX audience s well where
design experts debate on working collaboratively, Al in Design, leadership in design and
setting work expectations.

In addition to the existing discussions, INDEX 2023 introduces Unscripted Improv Talks

as an initiative to engage the participants and audience to express their views on design-
focused prompts.

With topics ranging from furniture trends, digital marketing, and collaborations, INDEX
2023 is set to present engaging Design talks that inspire dialogue and create a platform for
new ideas to flow.
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In conclusion: Future/Direction of the region’s design industry.

Middle East has always been a forerunner to nurture design talent with its larger-than-life
visions and unique, innovative ideas. Dubai, in particular, attracts talent from across the
world and the academic sector highly encourages students to explore different parts

of the world and gain experiences to enhance their skills.

The drastic events of the past few years have been a wake-up call for designers to focus
on creating meaningful spaces. As the design industry and market continue to mature in
terms of quality and innovations, it is crucial for us, who belong to this community to grow
and nurture it over time with the right attention, and passion while continuing to fine-tune
our common goals.

A few findings from my recent analysis is the essentiality to work together amidst the
different segments and across all hierarchies to implement the Architecture and Design
disciplines. A unanimous agreement must be established to lay the essential foundations
for Architecture & Design disciplines and their worldwide advancements.

Central to this effort is the recognition of the significance of the Design process in creating
tangible and measurable benefits for individuals and society as a whole. The design
process equips customers to make decisions that ultimately benefit users and the larger
community by offering economic, functional, aesthetic, and social benefits. To achieve
this, designers and architects must establish themselves as credible sources and create
research models that take customers’ physical, emotional, and behavioural tendencies into
account.

Furthermore, the responsibility of architects and designers extends to defining the required
expertise and educating themselves and the public to position themselves as experts in the
built environment. By improving well-being, a key component of economic development,
the architecture and design sector plays a major role in adding value to stakeholders. They
can secure a multifaceted return on investment and promote continuing education to raise
awareness of the advantages of the professions by exercising strategic thought leadership.
Therefore, the future direction of the Middle East’s design industry should prioritize the
responsibility of architects and designers to enhance society’s well-being and promote the
continuing improvements of the professions. Through collective effort, the Architecture and
Design disciplines can achieve significant advances in the development of the industry and
its positive impact on society.

MORE ABOUT Esra Lemmens:

Esra Lemmens is an internationally acclaimed Design Strategist at her namesake and
influential public speaker through which she always seeks new and exciting ways to
maximize designers’ potential with a strong focus on innovations needed to secure our
future. Praised for her aptitude for analysis, visualization, communication and lateral
thinking, her expertise across Design Management and Design Communication is
endorsed by key figures in the industry as well as government organizations and cultural
institutions. As well as contributing essays to numerous publications on design and
contemporary culture, Lemmens is the Author of the book: “Conceptual Commercialism —
Commercial Conceptualism’; and has an international presence with her work, leveraged
by ongoing lectures and masterclasses at prestigious Design Institutes. In her work,
Lemmen’s champions designs’ ubiquitous force, able to address and solve complex
problems that influence every aspect of our lives.
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LIV Hospitality Design Awards Team
and Annamaria Lambiri

LIV HOSPITALITY
DESIGN AWARDS

Honoring Exceptional
Architectural Ventures
& Interior Design
Projects

Shaping the Future

of the Global
Hospitality Industry
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Liv Hospitality Design Awards

Third edition winners

The LIV Hospitality Design Awards announced the winners of the highly anticipated third
edition, recognizing exceptional architectural ventures and interior design projects that are
shaping the worldwide hospitality industry today. The program, launched in 2020, celebrates
the quality and diversity of the architectural companies and design firms shaping the
worldwide hospitality industry today.

The LIV Awards received over 450 professional and student applications from 53 countries.
The submissions were evaluated by a panel of experienced architects, designers, and
developers in hospitality, who went through a multi-round voting process to select the winners
in each category.

The 2022 jury board members was composed of 41 high-profile hospitality design experts
from 22 countries. Jurors included Federico Toresi, Global VP Design, Premium and Luxury
brands at Accor; Najee Syriani, Corporate Vice President — Projects at Rotana Hotels,

Larry Traxler the Senior Vice President — Global Head of Design at Hilton Worldwide,
Annamaria Lambri, Architect, Associate Professor of Interior Design & Outreach Coordinator
at the American University in Dubai, Tina Norden, Partner at Conran and Partners, Eelco
Bohtlingk, Senior Director, Food & Beverage Development, Americas for Hilton Worldwide;
Jaime Nadal, Vice President, Design & Architecture at Kerzner International remains part

of the jury board together with Eric Leong, Vice President — Design & Technical Services of
Minor Hotels and Alexandra Woop, Executive Director — Interior Design, Middle East, Africa,
Turkey At Accor Middle East.
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“Celebrating the best in hospitality design is more than just acknowledging outstanding work — it’s
about inspiring and empowering designers to push the boundaries of creativity, sustainability,
and innovation. At LIV Hospitality Design Awards, we strive to foster a global community
of forward-thinking designers who are committed to shaping the future of hospitality
design. With a record number of applications in the third edition, we are proud
to be at the forefront of this exciting and dynamic industry, recognizing the
designs that elevate the guest experience” said Astrid Hébert, Founder.
The range of work was astounding with honorees in Architecture
including Olson Kundig for the design for Comedor, a modern
Mexican restaurant in downtown Austin, Pure Design

Studio for Avana Retreat set on a mountainside in northern
Vietnam, emerging young talent from Savannah College of
Art and Design, Tony Wu for Green Booster and Mansoor Al
Harbi from American University in Dubai for Areesh Retreat.
In terms of interior design, the program awarded Ukranian
design studio Yod Group for Terra Restaurant capturing the
essence of Western Ukraine’s natural beauty and cultural richness,
Not a Number Architects for MonAsty Autograph Collection drawing
inspiration from the byzantine heritage of Thessaloniki, emerging
interior designer Hyojung Cha from Pratt Institute for Mad For Garlic and
Sarah Choudhary from New York School of Interior Design for Hotel Cirque in
Montreal.

The third edition of the LIV Awards saw an array of distinguished honorees, including
Kerry Hill Architect for Anantara Chiang Mai, Wilmotte & Associés for Maybourne
Riviera, NELSON Worldwide for W Philadelphia Hotel, Faci Leboreiro for Green Grass
Masaryk, Stickman Tribe for Ambros - The Ritz Carlton Amman, YANG & Associates Group for

Qinhuangdao Marriott Resort, Emily W Design for Bussey Rooftop Bar, Yodezeen architects for Native House, and many more. For a complete
list of winners, visit livawards.com.

LIV Hospitality Design Awards recognize excellence in hospitality

architecture, interior design, and guest experiences on a global scale. The mission of the LIV Hospitality Design Awards is to celebrate the
quality and diversity of the architectural ventures and interior design projects shaping the worldwide hospitality industry today. The program was
launched in 2020 and is an inclusive platform, pursuing and rewarding exceptional projects within LIVING and EATING space.

LIV Awards is a sibling program of the LIT Lighting Design Award (LIT), SIT Furniture Design Award (SIT), and BLT Built Design Awards
(BLT), all focusing on Architecture, Interior Design and Lighting, which have emerged as some of the most well-known Design Awards today.
LIV Hospitality Design Awards is a program under the 3C Awards, a leading organization curating and promoting design across the

globe. The company represents today’s diversity and innovation in Lighting Design, Furniture Design, Sport Design, Interior Design, and
Architecture. Each brand is a symbol of design excellence around the world, showcasing Professional and Emerging designers’ work to over
100 expert jury members. 3C Awards is owned by Three C Group GmbH, a Swiss-registered company.
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Emerging Winners

Areesh Retreat by Mansoor Al Harbi
student of the American University in Dubai

o it

Credit:

Emerging Architect of
the Year - Living Space
Award, ‘Areesh Retreat”
by Mansoor Al Harbi,
student of the American
University in Dubai.

The form of the modules is inspired by the nests of
a local bird species commonly found in Al Qudra
desert in Dubai. The materiality of the volumes
takes inspiration from the nature and the Emirati
traditional method of construction using dried date
palm branches and leaves. This specific method of
construction is usually reserved for the assembly of
the simple Areesh houses built by the Bedouins.
The porous fagade shades the internal spaces
while filtering air through to passively cool and
ventilate the structure. Additionally, a thin mesh
envelope harvests water directly from the humid |
air and directs it to a water tank below the ground
where it is thermally insulated and cooled.
Greywater is stored alongside human waste to be
composted and reused for agricultural purposes.
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Emerging Winners

Mad for Garlic by Hyojung Cha
student of the Pratt Institute

Credit:

Emerging Interior
Designer of the Year -
Eating Space Award,
“Mad for Garlic” by
Hyojung Cha, student
of the Pratt Institute.

. ——, Y

Restaurant “Mad for Garlic” is an Italy fusion
restaurant in South Korea. Focusing on the
word “Mad; this space represents the emotion
of mad by using the shape of garlic. As giving
material contrast between black and gold, this
restaurant has an extreme atmosphere similar
to a feeling of mad.

When garlic is used as an ingredient, various F
shapes are used by a cook. The geometric 4 mad for Garlic
shape of garlic is interpreted by diverse layers :
that are in patterns, walls and sculpture as a
partition.

This will encourage visitors to feel the taste
garlic not only in dishes they ordered but also
in space.
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.| Emerging Winners

Hotel Cirque by Sarah Choudhary
student of New York School of Interior Design

Credit:

Emerging Interior
Designer of the Year

- Living Space Award,
“Hotel Cirque” by Sarah
Choudhary, student

of New York School of
Interior Design.

Hotel Cirque is a tribute and celebration of the
famous Cirque Du Soleil, the largest contemporary
circus producer in the world. The design concept
revolves around 3 major characteristics of Cirque:
vibrant colors, symmetry and movement. These
characteristics are reflected through the use of
contrast and colors, symmetrical layouts and
selection of organic FF&E respectively. The driving
idea behind the project was to create spaces which
reflected different scenes of Cirque and allowed
the visitors to be immersed and transported from
one stage to another. The hotel aims to add a hint
of luxury and elegance to the vibrancy of Cirque du
Soleil to create a one-of-a-kind boutique hotel.
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‘ Bencore at Salone del Mobile 2023:
. new interior solutions and focus
on sustamab ity and circular economy

For the first time, the Brand was present at the Salone del Mobile with its own stand made perfect
for its latest innovations.

As usual the focus of the brand is on the dialogue with architects and designers with the aim to
provide them product novelties and innovative ideas for applications that are qualitatively evolved
and aligned with the current dictates of sustainability.

Bencore was born in the name of innovation, technology and sustainability. Over the years the
Company has worked with great commitment to the definition of a series of products, the renowned
honeycombs, which today make up the extensive catalog of Bencore Materials. To this, the new
Bencore Living catalog was added which includes products such as doors and walls, tables

and other interior furnishings: elements that, starting from the materials of the different Bencore
families, develop an interior idea that combines the unique design of the honeycombs with a
functional and original furnishing vision for the world of retail, contract, business and residential
spaces.

Thanks to the widespread penetration that Bencore has obtained on the international and Italian
market over the years, they also became exclusive European distributor for 3Form, Kaynemaile,
Alusion by Cymat technologies and Smile Plastics.

Bencore at Salone del Mobile

LOOP, DOOR/WALL SYSTEM: it is a wall/door system useful for the realization of multifunctional spaces in the
furnishing of business and domestic spaces. The strength of LOOP is its immediacy and simplicity: made in Bencore
materials (Lightben Mini and Hexaben Small — also in the Mirror Version), you can divide each space and obtain
complete and functional environments for every need, be it separating the kitchen from the living room or creating a
walk-in closet, a laundry or a studio equipped with everything you need to work in comfort. Bencore has developed
this new furnishing solution thanks to the collaboration with Terno Scorrevoli, an Italian brand specialized in redefining
spaces thanks to profiles for sliding systems applicable to furniture, doors and glass. LOOP was born as a real
‘organizer’ of environments: thanks to its rack system and basic modules developed according to the most common
needs, it offers the opportunity to fully customize every wall. Nothing could be easier than redesigning spaces in the
name of functionality and versatility, without neglecting the order and sustainability criteria of private and workspace
solutions.

CRYSTAL, DOOR/WALL SYSTEM IN DOUBLE GLAZING: it’s a new vision of living for all types of spaces in the name
of performances and comfort. Made in doble-glazing, Crystal is perfect for creating partition elements for the design
of residential, contract and business spaces. This double-glazing solution developed by Bencore comes from the
combination of the honeycomb core of Lightben CC (available in all its color variants) with glass skins to give life to a
totally new, innovative and hyper-performing product. With its concept it also has a remarkable impact on the spaces in
which it is installed in terms of security, brightness and privacy.

The iconic honeycomb structure of the core of Lightben CC allows the passage of light from one side to the other and
then in the environments, modulating it also in terms of intensity and color. The double-glazing system also improves
the heat and acoustic insulation performances of those environments where it is installed. Thus conceived, the door/
wall system Crystal is equipped with European fire certification Bs1 d0, resulting in a product fully suitable to stem and
prevent the spread of possible fires for the total safety of each space.

SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS: a fundamental aspect that Bencore (thanks to its produced and distributed materials) has
on the world of low-impact design thanks to a conscious approach to materials.




Sustainable materials produced by Bencore:

WASBOTTLE: this project is born in partnership with Autogrill, the first operator in the world in catering services for
travelers, and it represents an absolute protagonist of the current idea of circular economy: Wasbottle in fact is obtained
from recycled and recyclable plastic flakes. Wasbottle is a material with a high index of compactness and workability,
with a low coefficient of friction. It is non-hygroscopic, chemical and shock resistant. For these peculiarities it is widely
used in the creation of interior furnishings such as tables, shelves, tops, partition elements and opaque coatings.

LIGHTBEN: this product family consists of 8 variants which have all recently obtained the LCA and EPD declarations.
LCA (Life Cycle Assessment) studies the potential environmental impacts throughout the life of the product and

EPD (Environmental Product Declaration) legitimizes in a complete, verifiable and indisputable way its degree of
sustainability. Lightben is an ultralight composite material produced by coupling a core consisting of transparent
polycarbonate cylinders to external skins in Polycarbonate, PETG or acrylic in various finishes and multiple colors.
Thanks to the EPD studies carried out on Lightben, its environmental performance has been described in a transparent
way by implementing a complete assessment of its life cycle (LCA) that allowed to categorize it in an indicative range
between “good” and “very good” (in which “very good” means the maximum capacity of the company to minimize the
environmental impact of the material over the entire life cycle of the product, from production to the final customer).
ECOBEN WAVE GREEN CAST: this material consists of a core in recycled cardboard and 100% recycled and
recyclable skins in acrylic green cast. Ecoben is suitable to be worked in different ways including inclined cuts for the
realization of joints between the panels or other specific requests. It can be used for walls, doors, tables, shelves and
many other applications in interior architecture with high design content and a focus on the recycled origin of materials.

Sustainable materials distributed by Bencore:

FLEK PURE of the American brand 3Form, a 100% sustainable material made from the recycling of edgings, returned
material samples and other recovered materials and leftovers. At Salone del Mobile, Bencore also shows 3Form Vertu,
a formable resin which belongs to the 3Form Varia family, equipped with LCA and EPD certifications. It is characterized
by a vertically ‘serrated’ surface that allows you to play with infinite combinations of color, texture and light. It is a
material with a very strong visual impact that creates a well-defined and widely recognizable leitmotiv in any type of
application and design.

ALUSION is a stabilized aluminum foam obtained by injecting air into aluminum when it is melted. Produced in
continuous sheets or even in special formats, it is 100% recycled and recyclable. It is perfect for interior and exterior
applications and it is equipped with Class A1 in terms of fire certification.

KAYNEMAILE’s architectural mesh is a patented, world-leading innovation made from single chain polymers that can
be 100% recycled and reused. Kaynemaile’s inception was on the film set of The Lord of The Rings trilogy where Kayne
Horsham, founder of the brand, worked as an artistic director for the ‘Creatures, Armour and Weapons’ department. It is
perfect for interior and exterior applications and it is equipped with European fire certification Bs1 d0.

SMILE PLASTICS is a material design and manufacturing brand which creates and handcrafts decorative panels from
general wastes and leftovers. Their mission is to create the most beautiful circular plastics in the world — 100% recycled
and recyclable.

Bencore at Fuorisalone

Bencore attended at Fuorisalone 2023 with two important sponsorships:

INTERNI - DESIGN RE-VOLUTION: as usual, the international magazine Interni has created an installation at the
University of Milan together with a parterre of internationally renowned architects and designers in collaboration with
the most innovative companies with a straight focus on sustainability. This year’s theme was that of Design Re-volution
and it wants to be a choral and multi-disciplinary reflection on the role of Evolutionary Thought as a tool to design
known and unknown, physical and digital, contemporary and futuristic territories. The theme has been interpreted by
internationally renowned architects through a series of installations created in partnership with leading companies in
their sector. Bencore participates by providing the material for the installation curated by the Franco-Lebanese Architect
Annabel Karim Kassar. The architect’s choice for his installation, exhibited in the Courtyard of Honour of the University
of Milan, went on two of Bencore’s most iconic materials: Starlight and Hexaben.

CASAPITTI + ALESSANDRO BINI ‘TESSUTI D’'ITALIA’ — MADE TO LAST: a technical sponsorship for the event

that taked place in Via Solferino 37, in the heart of Brera, on the occasion of which the new products born from the
collaboration of Casapitti (Florentine brand specialized in the craft production of furniture) and the designer Luigi Trenti
will be presented. The concept was developed with the participation of Alessandro Bini ‘Tessuti d’ltalia’, Laminam
which supplied its porcelain stoneware and Bencore which provided its Wasbottle. The aim of the event is to promote
Italian design and creativity through the enhancement of local workers and the development of high quality and durable
products.

#

Bencore srl

Commercial email: info@bencore.it

Press email: press@bencore.it | mariachiara@mediatike.it
Website: www.bencore.it/en

Instagram: https:/www.instagram.com/bencore_srl/
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bencore/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Bencore.it
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For the first time, Bencore was present at
Bencore the Salone del Mobile with its own stand

On the art of light: playing with matter and geometry at Salone e Saione del iobie wit s our
made pertectior Its latest Innovations.

Customizable sunscreens are CEIPO’s masterpiece. In order to celebrate this , del Mobile 2023:
architectural evergreen, we incorporate the latest technologies with the decades of : hew interior = Bencore was bom in the name of
experience of our craftsmen as well as the Tuscan clay millennial tradition. At CEIPO, : luti . innovation, technology and sustainability.
3 soiu IO_I‘I_S Over the years the Company has worked
a_nd fgpuS. ON-  with great commitment to the definition
susta|nab|||ty.a.nd:'- of a series of products, the renowned
circular econom

we keep dreaming and designign light through geometry.

- honeycombs, which today make up the
extensive catalog of Bencore Materials.

E

Ceipo Ceramiche via Salcini Chiusi SI | +39 0578 263141 | info@ceipo.it | www.ceipo.it

design
Luca Dini

) circular sofa by Franchi Umberto Marmi, designed by Luca Dini, celebrates
of hospitality and inclusiveness, representing the perfect balance between the
tness of an absolute protagonist marble. Made in Collemandina Gray, it is
ce of furniture for moments of conviviality or relaxation.

Franchi Umberto Marmi Spa via Del Bravo 14 - 16 Carrara (MS) ltaly | +39 0585 70057 | info@fum.it | www.fum.it

Linea Light Group
returns to Euroluce,
masterfully
embracing

the biennial’s

fil rouge of

“The City of Lights’;
creating

a spectacular
display

in the name

of historic

Milanese
architecture

Linea Light GCC Jumeirah Lake Towers JBC2 35th Floor Office 04 Dubai UAE | +971 4 4218275 | info@linealight.ae | www.linealight.com

Linea Light Group couldn’t
miss out on being amongst
the protagonists of the
famous fair. Within its
230-square-metre stand, this
leading company in lighting
systems will confirm the
transversality of its offering,
carrying out important
research and technological
innovation work that allows
the Group to be a main player
in the world of all-round
lighting. With its high-
performance lighting systems,
Linea Light Group created

a sort of ‘road map’ through
its Milanese lighting facade
projects.
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23 - 25 MAY 2023
DUBAI WORLD TRADE CENTRE

Transforming spaces with product, design
and technology

INDEX is the ultimate destination for the interior design and fit-out industry. For over 30
years, thousands of professionals from across the globe attend the show every year to connect
with leading global brands and manufacturers to discover the next big thing in interior design.

Transform your space with new trends and the latest innovations at INDEX. Witness
awe-inspiring show features and hear from design visionaries at our enthralling conferences.

SCAN ME
TO REGISTER
FOR FREE
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